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EXPOSITION OF THE PORTION Rw Numbers, chap. 4, v. 21. 


THE principal part of this section presents ho subject for remarks, indeed 


there is only one paragraph to which we wish to draw the attention of our 
readers, and that is, the blessing ordained by God to be pronounced by-the 
priests on the children of Israel. ‘The Eternal shall bless and preserve 
thee ; the Eternal shall cause the light of His countenance to shine upon thee 


and be gracious to thee ; the Eternal shall raise His face towards thee, and © 


give thee peace.” There could not perhaps be found any more comprehen- 


sive form of blessing even, were more words employed, than the one under 


our notice, including as it does every happiness than man can expect to 
receive from the hand of his ‘merciful Creator; under this point of view, 
therefore it merits consideration: but there is yet another circumstance, 
which entitles it to’our notice and that is the fact of God’s delegating to his 
chosen servants a share of His own power in blessing His peculiar people— 
as may be inferred from.the verse immediately succeeding those we have 
quoted ; and which is generally rendered in English thus “And they shall put 
my name upon the children of Israel and I will bless them.” The true mean- 
ing of this sentence however, according to Rashi is this: by the word 97Syp 
is to be understood the ineffable name of the Almighty, which was only pro- 
nounced once a year (on the day of atonement) by the High Priest, and which 
contains in its letters the attributes of God ; the passage, therefore, may be read 
in this manner, “ And they shall bless the children of Israel in my name, which 
name I have only revealed to my own people, and Iwill then also bless them.” 
that is, in consideration of the Name, { will allow the Priests to bless my people 
and I will fulfil what they in that name promise. Let us now see what this 
blessing contains, “ The Eternal shall bless and preserve thee.” Your merci- 
ful Father shall bless your effects, your property, so that no ill may befal them, 
he shai! also preserve gow, that is, not only shall your wealth be an object of 
Divine consideration, but your person likewise—He will preserve you from 
op) es:ors, from spoilers—he is not like mortal protectors who can give, but 
are pot able to prevent others, more powerful than themselves from taking away 
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for he will bestow his blessings npon you, and there shall be noneto deprive yon 
of them. “ The Eternal shall cause the light of His countenance to shine upon 
thee and be gracious to thee.” Here the word employed is plural (895) and 
the meaning thence inferred is, that God will show two sorts of countenances 
to his people, a favourable or pleasing one to the good, an unfavourable or 
angry one to the bad ; we need notadd, how highly important it is that by our 

conduct we should endeavour to merit the former, and thereby ensure the ful- 


filment of the concluding portion of the verse. The Eternal shall raise his 


countenance towards thee and give thee peace.” ‘That is, God will overcome 
His wrath, if by their misdeeds his people shouldjexcite ; him for He is so lovinga 
Father that though He may sometime chastise His children, still His affection 


will afterwards predominate, and He will eventually fulfil those promises — 


which He has made. 

Having thus explained the meaning of the Blessing of the Priests, it will 
perhaps not be out of place to make a few remarks about the present method 
saying it,employed by the S999. By our Law no man is allowed to join 
in this blessing who has eaten anything that day: now we need scarcely say 


‘that so important is the privilege conferred by being permitted to repeat this 


blessing, that every {5 should at all times avail himself of it; yet, so blind 
ase men to their own highest duties, that we have frequently seen many per- 
sons leave Synagogue prior to the commencemsnt of D5 53; simply 
from the fact, that they have broken their fasts, previous to their repairing to 
the house of worship. This is wrong in two senses, first, because by remaining 
at home to breakfast they have either eaten without saying their prayers at all 
or they have partially said them, and consequently enter synagogue at a late 
hour, thereby disturbing the service; and inconveniencing those who sit near 
them at least three time—once on entering, once at the commencement, and 
once at the conclusion of }5 °F ; and secondly, because they have voluntarily 
surrendered one of the greatest privileges at present withia the power of the 
priests to possess; and when we reftect how few are the privileges of which, 


in our captivity, we are capable of availing ourselves, we should be doubly 


sedulous in eur veneration for them, as so many links of that great, though now | 


shattered chain, which connects us to God. We would dilate on this subject, 
but that it is our intention to doso elsewhere, for the present, we have earnest- 
ly to recommend those of our readers who are OY9}5 to give their serious 


attention to the ceremony of {217 as one to which they are bound by the | 


most sacred obligations to pay the utmost possible deference, 
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ON THE PROPOSED JEWISH COLLEGE, 
SIR, 


I addressed you in your first series on the above subject, and as I venture 
to hope, took a very comprehensive view of the undertaking: since that time 


I have carefully watched the various proceeding relative to the College,and 


have only now to regret, that no further steps have been taken in the matter, 
My principle object in writiag this, is to lay down a plan for public inspection 


but I should not presume to do so without aconviction, in my own mind of the | 


inefficiency of the one at present before the world. First, however, be it under 
stood, that I am not inimical to the establishment of a college among us, for no 
one can more ardently desire to see that great, that national building, not only 
in existence, but flourishing : nor am I opposed to the present plan as laid 
down in the published prospectus, simply because I had no hand in framing 
it, but from a perfect assurance that from the fands required to bring it to 
bear, it never can be carried out. Besides, I do not wish to seea Jewish col- 
lege, placed on a leved with a Charity School; I would have it take a higher 
rank, f would have it compete with the Universities around us, and further 
like them I would, if possible, have it supported by men of the same creed as 
that of the sect to which the Institution is attached—in other words, | would 
have our College supported by Jews, Jewish Professors and Jewish Pupils. 
There are at Oxford and Cambridge Students, called Sizars, who are sent thi- 
ther to receive their education, who pays nothing, in fact, they are foundation 
scholars’ and may be regarded in the same light as those whom the Commit- 
_ tee at present design to educate atthe YF PS. Now what! pro- 
pose is this, let the committee call ‘together such men of talent amongst us 
as they shall think fit; let them select from these, persous competent to give 
instruction in the various branches of a Collegiate Education; and let these 
persons so selected’ forin the body of Professors and be required to draw up a 
prospectus or syllabus of their courses of lecturess and submit it to the public : 
taking care that the fees for attendance be sufficiently moderate to enable the 
tradesman to avail himself of the benefits "held out: The pupils obtained in 
consequence’ would constitute the paying portion of the students’ those sent 
by the committee of the w 727} TV would be what the Sizars are at 
(Oxford ; by this means, funds would be raised to pay the teachers, and the 
various Synagogues would be required to furnish less for the maintenance ‘of 
the study of our National Literature. There are, however, it may be urged 
two objections to be raised against this plan: Ist. That no body of men could 
be found to give up their present avocatious for the prospect of joining what is 
at best but a speculation : and 2nd. That the public might not respond to the 
call made them, but might refuse to send the children to the Institution, With 
regard to the first objection, I have to state, that it would not be required of 
these men to surrender their present certainty fora probable uncertainty, for in_ 
fact, it would only be necessary for them to draw up a plan of instruct.on, 
which as practical men they are best qualified to do, and toappend their names 
to it, as a guarantee to the public for the value of the education their children 
would receive. To the second objection, I have to reply that the Jews are 
much more ante to contribute to the support of an Institution from which 
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they would derive material benefit, than to one which only appeals to their 
charity ; not that I mean to impugn the liberality of my brethren, far from it, 
but still men are always more ready to advance their own interests than those 
of other people. I shall not here expatiate on the incalculable advantages that 
must accrue tous a nation, from the establishment of a properly constituted 
College, for I have already dwelt on them at some length; but I must be al- 
lowed to trespass on your columns, while 1 again draw the attention of your 
readers to this one fact, that while complaints are rife in all quarters uf the 
want of firmness of principles on the part of the younger branches of our 
community, no measures are being adopted to strike at the root of the said 


evil. Jewish Children still go to Christian Schoots. To this one fact is to be 


attributed the dereliction of duty so bitterly lamented by parents, to this one 
fact must we look as the source whence heterodoxy has advanced with 
giant strides; children with ‘principles, either unformed or scarcely adopted 
from pure couviction, are thrown among companions of their own age, whose 
conversation and example have more weight with them and leave deeper traces 
than can the discourses of their Hebrew-Master—for to their companions they 
cling with love, from their teachers they often recoil, at best ‘they but tolerate 
them. The impressions received thus early penetrate into the whole system 
of the mind—they may be dormant while parental authority, like the cold of 
winter prevents the growth of the seeds thus implanted, but no sooner is the 
child emancipated from the trammels of controul, than the sunny warmth of his 
new associations brings the shuots above ground—they flourish, and what is 
the result, either perfect indifference as to religion, or at best, but a cold atten- 
tion to it. In reference to this subject I give the following remarks of your 
talented correspondent, I. L Levison, Esq. of Birmingham, as published in 
his excellent work on Mental Culture. “It may be asked, whether actions are 
observed by very young children, and even if they be so, how they can be 
affected by the observation, when probably they do not comprehend their na- — 
ture and import. Wedo not suppose a child reflects on the fitness or impro- 
priety of such actions as it witnesses: but experience renders obvious this 
truth, that by far the greater number of a Chi/d’s ideas, both as regards man- 


ners and conduct, are acquired at a very early age through the instrumentality 


of the faculty of imitation.” “ The feelings of a child being naturally power- | 
ful, are easily and progressively acted upon by circumstances, until their 
growth becomes so luxuriant as to retard that of the moral sentiments : and 
then these very feelings, like noxious weeds teeming with ugly and disgusting 
animalcules, become the nidus of folly, crime, and immorality, and at length 
sO corrupt the finer parts of nature, as to leave the individual a slave to every 
species of sensuality.” With what truth may the same remarks be applied to 
religion. Besides, a College weil supported by all classes of Jews, would give 
us a national character which we at present have not; it would be the means 
of associating the aristocracy with the democracy, it would break those bonds 
which so much prejudice our union, it wouid give us an interest in common, 
and lastly, it would show our neighbours that we have sufficient confidence in 
members of our own faith, to give them the training of our children. We are 
reproached and not without cause, of talbing of our love for our brethren, with- 
out showing it—we give charity to the poor, but we de not support our mid- 
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dle classes. How many Jewish Counting-houses are tenanted by Jewish 
Clerks? How many Jewish Schools have Jewish Sub-Masters; how many 
Jewish Families have Jewish Private Teachers? Let those’who are so proud 
of their religion, answer these questions—if indeed, they can be satisfactorily 
replied to, and then I say, let them bend their serious attention to remedying 
the evils at present existing in our social state. A Jewish College is wanting 
and I hope the day is not distant, when we shall have one, and one too. to 


which we can look up with confidence, speak of with pride, and resort to with 
satisfaction. 


Your obedint servant, 
A FATHER OF A FAMILY. 


HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN ENGLAND. 
| Continued frem No. 44. | 

But, notwithstanding, that these Justices had power to send prohibitions 
even to Judges itinerant ; yet, were they surbordinate to the Treasurer and 
Barons of the King’s great exchequer, as appears by numerous instances ; and 
even in cities and great towns where there was any fortress or castle, the Con- 
stable of it, seems to have had some kind of jurisdiction ‘over the Jews, for in 
forty-fifth year of Henry the third, the, Warden and Constable of the tower the 
of London, claimed by prescription to hold lea of all debts of Jews, under the 
value of forty shillings ; which privilege the King allowed, and commanded to 
he unmolested. In many other cases, likewise, we find that writs were granted 
to Constables to do justice to the Jews, by enquiring into their mortgages, 
examining their charter-rolls, and the like. Belonging, and subordinate to 
these Justices were several inferior officers, or clerks, attending the exchequer 
for despatch of business. One in particular, who was styled the King’s Clerk, 
seems to have been a Jew. We find also another officer, who was called the 
King’s Escheator, who was certainly a Jew, and whose office was discontinued 
from ftenry the third, till the fourth of Edward, the first, and then revived, as 
we learn from a grant given to one Benedict, a Jew of Winchester. [aving 
given the above account of the Judicial functionaries of the Jews and their 
various privileges, we shall proceed with our history, Under these regulations, 
the Jews continued to live very peaceably till the death of Richard the first, 
which happened about five years after, on the sixth of April, one thousand one 
hundred and ninety-nine, and which was occasioned by a wound received frum 
the arrow ofa cross bow, at the siege of Chaluz, or Castle Galliard in Aqui- 
taine. Ashe died without children, his nephew Arthur ought to have succeeded 
to the crown, but Eleanor, mother of John, Richard’s younger brother, plainly 
perceiving that if Arthur become king, his mother, Constance of Bretagne, 
would have the supreme power during his minority, joined herself to a strong 
faction in the kingdom, which declared itself a favour of Iohn; and seizing 
upon the Dukedom of Normandy and Aquitaine, obliged young Arthur to 
seek protection and assistance from the King of France, | Philip ‘the second, 
who promised to establish him on his throne, but did nothing to fulfil his word, 
by which means John came to the possession of the crown, and proved a great 
tyrant to his subjects. As he was a crafty man, and had no sense of religion, 
he soon perceived what a rich hatvest might be gathered from the Jews, if they 
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were properly cultivated for the purpose; in the heginning of his reign, he 
emp!oyed several arts to draw them into his kingdom, from abroad ; not only 
confirming their ancient privileges, but, granting them several new ones. As 
all communit:es have the free exercise of their religion most at heart, he began 
by allowing them an officer from amongst themselves who was to receive his 
commission by the King’s patent, for life, and who is styled in the records, 
both presbyter and sacerdos, from which titles, Coke is very decided in his 
opinion tliat the office was strictly ecclesiastical—or, in other words, that it was 
the dignity ofthe high priest. No sooner had John , thus exalted a “Jew than 
to favour him still more, he} granted him a_ charter of safe conduct, 
in such high flown terms of love and respect, that it is a matter of doubt if 
any other prince ever spoke in such a strain of a subject. He styles him not 


— only dilectus and familiaris, but commands all persons to be as careful of the 


person of{ the Jewish high priest as they would of his own. In the second 
year of this reign appeared the great charter of privileges granted to the Jews, 
by which it was ordained, that’not only English born Jews, but, also those 
natives of Normandy night reside in the King’s dominions freely and honour- 
ably ; that they might hold of King Jvhn all things which they bad held from 
Henry, the first, ‘and which they then rightfully possessed in lands, fees, 
mortgages, and purchases, and that they should have all their liberties and 


eujoy all their customs as amply as they had in the reign of the aforesaid 
Henry. 


HWISTORY OF THE JEWS ON THE CONTINENT. 
( Continued.) 

The wars of the Crusaders occupied the world so much for the next thirty 
years, that the histories of the times scarcely mention the Jews, until the year 
1140, when a Hebrew named David Aldovid, set himself up as the Messiah: 
and¥ pretended to perform several miracles. He met, however, with little 


countenance from his brethren, but being supported by the King of Persia, he 
"possessed some influence. His career was a short one, for being one day asked 


by his Royal Protector to give some proof of his divinity, and being aware that 
any hesitation or refusal to comply with this demand would lead to disgrace ~ 
and ultimate death by torture, he chose the easier mode of accelerating his own 
end, which he did, by telling the King that if he would give orders to have him 
decapitated, the dismembered trunk would immediately resume its former state 
and his life be miraculously preserved. The experiment was of course tried 
and his burial soon after proves the absurdity of his assertion and the falsehood 
of his assumption of the character of the Messiah. The poor Jews, however, 
were as usual made to suffer for his imposture, for they were compelled by 
the disappointed King to pay a fine of a hundred talents, as a recompense for 
the vexation of the Monarch. Rabbi Judah Alivee, the authur of an able alle- 
gorical work, called Siphur Akuzri, flourished at this period. In the year 
1142, the Jews in Spain and ‘Portugal were again dreadfully persecuted by 
their former friends, the Moors. Ben Zeuvoveth, the leader of the idolaters — 
commenced the fellwork of destruction, hundreds were sweptaway, the most 
unheard of tortures were ciuployed; no mercy was shown. To add to their mis 
furtunes, Don Alphonso the Christian King of Castile, commenced a Crusade 
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against the Moors, who being defeated and drived back in all directions, vented j 
their rage on the victims within their power. Unable to withstand the attack 
of their enemies in the field, they atoned (as they thought) for the blood they 
lost by the lives of the helpless, defenceless Jews, on whom they indeed giut- 
ted their most deadly vengeance. It was about this period that Mamonides 
' fled to Egypt, and became Physician to the Sultan of Egypt. As soon as 
Alphonso had conquered the Moors, and restored peace to his dominions, he | 
granted freedom and protection to the Jews, and liberated those found in the 
various prisons. He likewise appointed a certain eminent man among them 
named, Rabbi Judah, their leader or judge. This pious man, deeply imbued 
with love for his brethren, spared neither time, labour, nor gold in furthering 
theic advancement, or in contributing to their happiness, and through his exe- 
tions, seconded by the King’s authority, the Jews for some time remained tran- 
quilly in possession of all their civil and religious rights, and Toledo once 
more became the seat of the cultivation of Hebrew literature. Although the 
Jews of Spain were thus enjoying comparative happiness; their brethren in 
Germany aad France were not so fortunate, for the Pope having received 
accounts from India of the sad state of the Cliristians there, sent missions to 
all the Catholic Courts of Europe, exhorting the several Potentates to take 
up arms against the infidels, among whom, of course, the Jews, in his estima- 
tion, ranked the formost: Induced by these persuasions, Conrad, Emperor of 
of Germany, and Louis, King of France, espoused the hely cause of persecu- 
tion, and adopted thefred cross as a symbol of their thirst for blood. The con- 
sequence of this league against the Heretics was, that no less than one hundred 
Jewish congregations of France and Germany were either tortured to death 
without mercy, or to avoid forcible baptism, allowed themselves to be immo- 


lated 3 
To be continued. 


WESTERN SYNAGOGUE: ST. ALBANS’ PLACE, 

We beg to draw the attention of such of our brethren as ate anxious to see 
our houses of worship worthy of their name, and as desire that our prayers 
should be said with proper devotion, to the report just published by the above 
congregation, and to the laws framed therefrom. We give below an extract 
from which the opinionsfof the committee that drew up the report may be ga- 
thered, aad the true end of their endeavours be inferred. | 

‘¢ Your committee now approach a subject of deep {importance, alike to the 
spiritual and temporal (interests of ‘this congiegation, and to the cause of 
Judaism- It is to the future Minister qi) of the congregation that they 
would now advert’ And, firstly, as the term ‘ Minister” may be generally 
understood, it may be necessary to offer a few words concerning the one here- 
tofore adopted. A fine voice and avery imperfect acquaintance with the 
sacred language have, till lately, been deemed essential qualifications for a 

tTT, or ‘Reader.’ ‘The growing intelligence of the times, and the superior 
educatian and mental acquirements of Israelites, call now for more unlimited 
ample, and efficient qualifications and duties. A spirit of religious enquiry 
has gone forth; there is an ardent thirst amongst our people for religious in- 
struction. It 1s now deemed of paramount importance to be acquainted with 
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. spirituality of His Holy Religion should be taught in His House. 


_ gation, and adoption of measures tending to the general good ; to effect which 


. mon with all classes to express our deep sorrow, at the severe loss the island is 
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the true principles of that faith which, when adhered to, was the unerring 
guide of our forefathers in their glorious prosperity, and their consola- 
tion in their singular adversity. The knowledge of God, and the | 
It is 
there that His Word should be explained! and listened to, with the most 
devout attention. Such being the general desire of the Jewish community in 
all congregations it is earnestly proposec by your committee to appoint a per- 
son to the sacred office of ministering to the service of the Holy One of Israel, 
both in the way of prayer and praise to him, and likewise instruction and 
pious exhortation to the remnant of his chosen people. Your committee, in 
adopting the title ‘ Mrnister’ of the congregation, it may be remembered, are 
but using a scriptural and most ancient expression, The priests ‘ ministered 
to the Lord’ in our Holy Tabernacle and Temple; and it is evident that he 
who minister, whether ,in sacrifices ‘or prayer, to the Most High, is thus _appro- 
priately designated. | 

It is proposed to raise the standard of qualifications in the minister, and, at 
the same time, that he shall hold the same position with us as ministers of reli- 
gion do in general. It is intended that he shall deliver a religious discourse 
in the English language on every Sabbath, and on every Festival, after the 
period of the return of the Law to the Ark; and that he shall perform the 
Burial Service at all funerals of the members and seat-holders of [this congre- 
gation. Your committee have finally to observe, that in the performance of 
their special duties, they have carefully examined the existing laws and regu- 
lations of this ccagregation, which are affected by the proposed alterations and 
amendments. They beg to recommend modifications in some, in others a 
total repeal, and the adoption of new ones in their stead. On this subject 
your committee deem it expedient to repeat, ‘ That it has not been with a view 
to introduce any innovations into the ‘established form of Divine worship in 
this Synagogue, nor to abolish any religious custom or sacred observance, but - 
alone with a view to expose and correct acknowledged abuses and incongrui- 
ties, which, from time to time have been introduced into our religious system," 
That they have only in view the promotion of the best interests of the congre- 


they have been induced to submit for your calm and deliberate consideration 
and adoption, some New Laws and Regulations, 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT. HONOURABLE SIR 
CHARLES T. METCALFE, &c. &c. &e, 
The Humble Address of the Members composing the Congregation of the 
English and German Jews7of the City aad Parish of Kingston. 
May it please your Excellency, 3 | 
We, the members of the Congregation of English and German Jews of this 
city, beg leave, most respectfully, to approach your Excellency, and in ¢com- 


about to sustain in the departure of your Excellency from these shores. 

IdentiSed as are our interests with the welfare of the colony, our feelings are 
still more warmly unlisted in whatever concerns it, since we enjoy here equally 
with all our fellow subjects, privileges and immunities, denied us in othsr parts 
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of her Majesty’s dominions. We therefore, stand not aloof, but join in the 
general regret which pervades the minds cf all, particularly when the advan- 
tages arising from the enlightenment, generosity, and kindness which have dis- 
tinguished your administration are considered. 

We should, however, have been wanting in gratitude to your Excellency, 
had we, on the present occasion, failed to expresed our sentiments, separately, 
as a ReligiousBody, for the noble and disinterested conduct you have maiutained 
and for the charity of heart and hand, you have evinced in all cases and to all 
sects— nor can we ever forget the kind feeling you displayed, not only towards 
our brethren here, but also in behalf of the sufferers at Rhodes and Damascus. 
The sympathy manifested towards the poor and afflicted—the assistance amply 
afforded to the wants of other—and the support and patronage extended 
to works of public utility, cannot fail to meet that recompense which the great 
Judge of our actions awards to the benevolent, to secure the peace of an ap- 
proving conscience, and inability to engrave your memory on the hearts of 
a grateful posterity. 

In the departure of your Excellency, we shail deplore the loss of a tried 
friend, who watched over the best interests of the people, with the unceasing 
solicitude of paternal consideration—whose wisdom ensured the just adminis- — 
tration of the laws, and whose urbanity of manner, secured the love and es- 
teem ofall. 

In tendering to your Excellency, these our unfeigned sentiments, we offer 
our fervent prayers to the Throne of Grace for your prosperous passage home 
—for a long and uninterrupted enjoyment of health—and for the possession 
of every happiness which a bountiful Creator can bestow. 4 

By direction and on behalf of the meeting, 
P. LAWRENCE, Chairman, 
REPLY : 
To the Members of the Congregation of English and Gennan Jews of the City 
anc Parish of Kingston. 

I beg you, Gentlemen. to accept my warmest thanks for the sentiments that 
you have expressed on the occasion of my approaching departure, To be 
deemed worthy of such kindness, I mustever prize as one of the highest 
honours that can be received, 

You have justly alluded to the fact that you enjoy in Jamaica, equally with 
all your fellow-subjects, privileges and immunities denied to you in other parts 
of the British dominions. The fact is honourable to this island, and the 
reverse is discreditable to the Mother Country. I trust that the time is near 

when the legislature of the United Kingdom will follow the example of that of 
Jamaica,;and grant equal rights to all the loyal subjects of our Gracious Queen | ‘+ 
without distinction. We have here proof, from experience, that this can be 
done, not only without injury, but with manifest benefit; and I hope to see 
the day when it will be admitted by the Imperial Parliament, that all who — 
contribute to the support of the State, are entitled to the enjoyment of equal 
rights, and that the surest mode of promoting the stability of an empire, is to 
unite all hearts in common interest and brotherly love. 

My best wishes will ever attend you, Gentlemen, with a cordial desire for 
your prosperity and happiness, 


i 
om 
‘ 
* 
+ 


42 JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

STATISTSICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 

COMMUNITIES’ THROUGHOUT ENGLAND, 
(To be continued Weekly ) 

Beprorp—the chief town of Bedfordshire, is forty-nine miles from London, 
and is beautifully situated on the river Ouse ; its market days are Tuesday and 
Saturday. ur nation had a congregation here more than half a century since, 
it was established by the late Messrs. Joseph Lyon and Levi, the synagogue was 
a very neat edifice, and this community was on the whole one of the most 
respectable in the kingdom ; unfortunately, however, about twelve years since, 


from disunion and various other causes, the congregation was dissolved and 


remained so till 1838, when several Jewish families coming to reside here and 
in the neighbourhood, they united for religious purposes, and divine service 
is now performed in a room in Conduit-street. The congregation being in its 
infancy, there are no officers at present except the reader, the Rev. Lewis Levy, 
who is a native of this town, and is besides honorary secretary and registrar of 
marriages. This town abounds in charities, to the benefit of which every 
inhabitant of the town, without distinction of sect, is, after a residence of a 
certain number of yearsentitled. There are some however which require more 
particular notice, viz. those called Harpur’s gifts, which were left by the late 
Sir William and Lady Alice Harpur, and consists of twenty pounds as a mar- 
riage portion for poor maidens ; thirty pounds as a premium for apprenticing 
poor boys, and ten pounds asa bonus for them when they have served their 
time, ‘Ihere are likewise several schools (particularly the grammar school), 


- to which people of all religions have the right of admission. The first Jew who 


availed himself of these privileges was the late Mr. Michael Joseph; not long 
since, however, owing to the refusal of the Jews to read the Protestant prayers 
and to attend on their holidays, the trustees refused to grant them the benefits 
usually bestowed. In consequence of this determination, the London congrega- 
tions filed a bill in Chancery, calling upon the trustees not only of the Bedford 
charities, but, also, of all the charities throughout England to grant privileges 
to the Jews. The Lord Chancellor decided against the petitioners, but the 
affair as far as Bedford is concerned is again in agitation, and will most likely 
be decided on or about the 16th instant. 

BinmincuaM.—a course of four lectures on Hebrew poetry, &c., has just 
been delivered at the Philosophical institution, Cannon-street, by the Rev. M. 
J. Raphall, Head master of the Hebrew national school. and late editor of the - 
“Hebrew Review.” At every lecture the institution was filled with a numerous 
respectable and talented audience, consisting of Jews and Christians who left 
delighted with the abilities displayed by the reverend and learned lecturer. 

Note.—We have seen a prospectus of the course and can only express our 
regret that we have not been furnished with a full report, which we doubt not 


would have proved as interesting to our readers, as did the lectures themselves 
to our brethren at Birmingham, - Ep, 


On the afternoon of the second day of \\p/I5t, Dr. Lowe delivered a 
lecture at the Duke’s-place synagogue. It was numerously attended, indeed, 
it seems that the people ardently seek religious instruction, and that, if it was 
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imparted to them by qualified men, want of attention would certainly be the 
last impedimert to an amelioration of public worship, The Doctor, very 
appropriately commented upon the haphtoroth of the day, holding Habbakuk 
forth to us as an edmonitory example of a hasty enquirer: for which purpose 
the last chapter was proved to be intimately connected with the two preceding 
ones, The discourse was divided into three distinct heads: 1. With hat 
spirit are we to seek a pure knowledge of religion ?. 2. By what means can we 
secure happiness throughout life ? and 3. How are we to appear before the 
Lord on the day, we are celebrating te giving ofthe law? The doctor, with 
a great deal of eloquence, satisfactorily solved the questions proposed, and es- 
pecially impressed on the minds of his hearers, the necessity of submitting to 
the superior wisdom of heaven, of preserving one law and of equally esteeming 
the written law and the traditions of our venerable sages, to both of which we 
ought to yield implicit obedience, even as our fathers said on that great day of 
revelation, “ all that the Lord has said we will do,’ : : 

So far, so good, (to use a common saying). We shall not here speak of the 
disturbance that was created at the lower end of the synagogue, nor of the 
injudicious management, that the second reader should on such an occasion 
(alas! that it is so rare), read prayers, and nothing be done to grace and solem- 
nize the,worship. But we would ask, why should the discourse not be delivered 
during morning? ‘There is no time for it, “then, why not confine yourselves 
to one TAY 575, instead of giving the public an opportunity of chattering, 
When shall ostentation and idle show cease in the house of the Lord ?— 
AN Must we still cling to pernicious customs ? Per- 
nicious, indeed, is the custom which makes the house of worship a scene for 
the displaying of riches, which even before “the God of all,” distinguishes 
between the rich and the poor, and makes him feel himself “ poor indeed !” 
And when people are able leisurely to indulg2 in their habits of talking over 
the wealth of one and the character of the othcr; nay, when they completely 
forget the purpose which brought them before the Creator, and are allowed to 
carry on and settle business on a spot where all worldly thoughts ought to be 
banished ANY YN ANT do we painfully ask. We have now choirs in 
_ our synagogues—but, instead of the congregation being silenced by and com- 
pelled w join them, additional time is gained for chattering. Is it not high 
time, therefore, to direct the attention of the authority to so melancholy a 
state of things, which must be deprecated by every one who entertains the least 
respect for his religion and would wish to see that religion respected by others. 
Let us then, bestir ourselves, and oneand all, let us even like Judas Maccabeus 
did, purify our temples and remove every pollation. Let us ever remember 
the high position which our synagogue oceupies among the places of worship, 


and let therefore the solemnity that is to prevail therein be commensurate — 


with that position ; then only, we shall command that respect due to us, asa 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 


Rabbi Aaron delivered a lecture on Saturday last in the Hall, taking his 
text from the 19th chapter of Exodus. - After introducing a proof in favour of 
the Divine origin of the Oral Law, thc learned Rabbi proceeded to show the 


reason for assembiing on the first night of NMyraw at our own houses, for 
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the purpose of reading portions from the law and other sacred writings, appro- 
priate to the occasion, Rabbi Aaron concluded his discourse, by describing 
the charitable conduct of Boaz to Ruth, exhorting all Jews to imitate the ex- 
ample therein set them. 


— 


We understand, that the resolution for abolishing the sale of FYVYP and 


lessening. the number of the has been unanimously adopted by 


the Birmingham congregation, and come into operation on FYYPIA yy. 


The Rev. I. M. Myers delivered a lecture on Saturday last in the Hambro 
Synagogue, taking for his text the 5th verse of the [Y chapter of Micah. ‘Ihe 
learned gentleman after regretting the smallness of his audience, proceeded 
to point out the’importance of the approaching festival, and the benefit that had 
arisen to the whole human race, from the Holy Law received by our ancestors 
from Sinai, concluding a very impressive and instructive discourse, by calling 
on every true Israelite to obey the precepts and judgments of Almighty God, 
as the best means of securing present aud Eternal happiness. 


We this week visited a school, supported by Hyam Hyams, Esq. and superin- 
tended hy Mr. Rintal. There are twelve children educated here in English 
and Hebrew, and their proficiency in these studies, including }}\ and 
brew Grammar is a proof of the zeal of the master, and the attention of the 
pupils, some of whom do not exceed eight years of age. 


By the late awful conflagration — of Hamburgh, ‘two Synagogues and 


wet} Fy 5) were destroyed. The Messrs. Rothschilds and the Baroness 


N. M. De Rothschild and among the principal subscribers in behalf of the 


suerers, their.douations amounting to 10,000 florins, upwards of £609 
sterling, 


The King of Sardinia has ordered the expulsion of all the Jews from the 


gown of Savona, within three days, and hus commanded their assembling in one 
of the filthiest parts of Genoa. 


Rabbi Aaron will lecture to-morrow in the Ilall of the Great Synagogue, 
and Dr, Benisch in that of the New Synagogue, at One o’Clock. 


Mr. H. A. Henry, many years Master of the Jews’ Free School, has been 
uuanimously elected }}(} of the Western Synagogue, St. Alban’s Place. He 
was installed in his new office on the first night of rMpisw 


A certain number of Swiss pilgrims, resolved, in the year 1517, to visit the | 


~ Holy Land, amongst whom was the gallant Chevalier Segismund Schwartz- 


mairer, of Zug, the Chevalier was afflicted with a Chronic malady, which the 
four Christian Physicians of Europe,‘had declared incurable ; consulted a dis 
tinguished Jewish Doctor, of the tribe of Asher, the Jew asked him of what 
country he was, he replied, I am a Swiss, of Zug. Here, said the Jew, is a 
manuscript which tell us, that not far from Zug there is a mountain called 
Baarbourg, from which flows astream the waters of which are salutary in re- 
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moving such grevious maladies as that which afflict you ; it is four centuries 
since a castle on the Baarbourg was inhabited by Israelities of my tribe, who 
made plentiful and beneficial use of its spring. My people having been driven 
away from your country, the well has been forgotton, but it still exists; on 
your return construct a bath and profit by the bounty of nature, The Cheva- 
lier on his return to Zug, related that which was told him by the Jewish 
Doctor, the spring was searched for, and found on the spot indicated, baths 
were erected and ever after = frequented. : 


A DISCOURSE ON THE HISTORY AND MORALITY OF THE 
JEWISH FAITH. | 
Continued, from page 23, N.S. 

This religious duty became engrafted into our moral code, commented on 
by all our writers—exhorted to by all our leaders. Not to weary you with quo- 
tations, contrast the wicked man as described in Psalm 10, ‘ his mouth full of 
cursing, and deceit, and fraud,’ with that of the good man, mentioned in Psalm 
15, who ‘ sweareth to his own hurt and changeth not.’ 

We are instructed by the third commandment, not ‘to take the name of 
the Lordthy God in vain.’ It is very justly explained, that speech being a 
gift from heaven, each time that we utter an untruth, we are violating th is 
commandment. 

There is, however, a species of assertions, which mahy persons scruple not to 
use, and which, though not decidedly falsehood, is very near a kin toit, I mean ° 
equivocation, whereby the real nature of an act is diguised, or only partially 
revea'ed, Because part of the truth is spoken, we are led to conclude the 
same of that which is not told to us; this, besides its degree of wickedness is 
a mean and contempuble habit. 

Of Slander, Calumny and the niany violations of rectitude, springing from 
a neglect of truth, we shall enlarge at a future period, 

Think not it is with the lips alone we lie—how often does flattery or ik 

crisy light up the eye in affection or in devotion. 
It has been wisely argued, why if this virtue be of such advantage and 
beauty, that even idolators or savages have reverenced it, have there daily been 
men who will violate the truth, that like the leprosy of Gehazi, with which 
the prophet Elisha afflicted him for a similar of offence, the leprous spot re-_ 
mains with them for ever. Is not the fault in man, that he does not curb his 
evil passions, that careless of the precepts of the wise and good, he will stray 
in the paths of error, though they lead to destruction. There is no virtue 
simple in its practice, more beautiful in its example, than the pure exercise of 
Truth, it is so essential to the well being of society, that nature herself would 
intimate its use, but how culpable must those be to whom are shown the means 
of attaining it, and who yet neglect it. 

The best means of attaining truth ase, first, in the firm reishanlint to make 
it our object in every occurrence of life, to speak and act uprightly at all times, 
whatever may be the consequexces ; to shun all things that may tempt us from 
it, even if we are closely and intimately attached to any one, and we find him 
addicted to falsehood, we should first rebuke him and not suffer sin to be 
upon him, but if that fail and he still persevere, it is our duty to all our studies © 


. 


will in future be the only Jewish periodical 


36 JEWISH CHRON ais 


direct as to this noble virtue, and though I do wish to divert your attention 


and engaging literature of modern times, the efforts of the master spirits 


“ to raise the genius and to fire the mind”, yet I would have you at all times 
give your serious attention to those authors who have made the improvement 
of the soul more their immediate consideration—when you meet with good and 


virtuous examples make them your standard of action, and strive to imitate 
them. 


Love truth, my dear friends, for it is the parent of all other virtues; seek 


it, it will repay the search ; practice it, it will make you happy on earth and 
blessed hereafter. 


Bristot,—We experienced great pleasure in listening to a most excellent 
discourse delivered in our synagogue on Sunday last, by the Rev. A. L.Green. 


The text from Denteronomy chap, 23, v. 3, “ An Ammonite or Moabite shall 
not enter into the congregation of the Lord, &c.”” From which passage the 


Rev. gentleman most eloquently and ably proved that the ‘‘ written law” 
could not be understoed without the aid of the Oral—as Ruth, though a 
Moabitess, was admitted within the pale of Judaism. The effect produced 


was easily to be perceived by the great attention and silence of a most. nu- 
merous auditory. 


Jewisn Press.—We are frankly disposed to admit that some observations 
under this head in our two past numbers have been founded on misconceptions, 
The arrangements elsewhere commenced, respecting the consolidation of the 
“* Jewish Press”, will shew that a satisfactory explanation has Leen given. 

The Proprietor of the “ Jewish Chronicle” respectfully announces to his 
subscribers and friends that yielding to the generally expressed desire 
that there should be a consolidation of the “ Jewish Press’, and satisfied, 
from experience, of the difficulty, not} to say impossibility of maintaining 
more than one periodical at the price fixed by his precursor of “ The Voice 
of Jacob,” arrangements have been entered into whereby the editor of this 
paper, Mr. Angel, will, in conjunction with Dr. Benisch, and assisted by the 
contributers to both papers, unite in editing ‘* The Voice of Jacob”, which 
, under the direction of 
Mr. Franklin, who retires from. the editorship. In making this announcement 
the proprietor of the Jewish Chronicle takes the opportunity to return his ac- 
knowledgments to those friends who have hitherto supported him in this un- 
dertaking, which is relinquished solely for the reasons above stated; and 
acquaints them that the Voice of Jacob will in”future be published in con- 
junction with Mr. Steill, Paternoster low, at 132, Houndsditch (late the 


Jewish Chronicle Office) where all orders and advertisements will be 
received, 


The Semaphore de Marseilles of the 14th instant announces that M. Altaras, 
preaidemt ef the Israelite Consistory, and M. Cohen, a lawyer of the Royal 
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Court of Aix, were to embark on the next*day for Algiers “’to accomplish an 
honorable charitable and philantropic mission.” The moral improvement of 
their cc-1eligionests in Algeria, and their definitve organization, were the two 
were the two objects those gentlemen preposed to themselves in undertaking 
thatjourney. M. Vita Levi, a medical doctor, was to acompay Messrs Alatrf 
and Cohen. 


THE LAWFUL HEIR: OR, THINK SEVEN TIMES. 


A Rich Israelite, who dwelt at a considerable distance from Jerusalem, — 
had an only son, whom he sent to the Holy City for education. During his 
absence, his father was suddenly taken ill, Seeing his end approaching, 
ne made his will, by which he left all his property to a slave whom he named 
on condition that he should permit his son to select out of that property any 
single thing he might choose. No sooner was the master dead, than the slave, 
elated with the prospect of so much wealth, hastened to Jerusalem, informed 
the son of what had taken place, and showed him the will. The young Israel- 
ite was plunged into the deepest sorrow by this unexpected intelligence; He 
rent his clothes—strewed ashes on his head—and lamented the'loss of a parent 
- whom he tenderly loved, and whose memory he still revered. As soon as the 
first transports of grief were over, and the days allotted for mourning had pass- 
ed, the young man began seriously to consider the situation in which he was 
left. Born in affluence, and grown up under the expectation of receiving, 
after his father’s demise, those possessions to which he was so justly entitled, 
he saw, or imagined he saw, his expectations disappointed, and his worldly 
prospects blighted. In this state of mind, he went to his instructor, a man 
eminent for his piety and wisdom, acquainted him with the cause of his affliction 
made him read the will, and in the bitterness of distress, ventnred to express 
his thoughts—that his father, by making such a strange disposition of his 
property, neither showed good sense nor affection for his child. “ Say nothing 
against thy father, young man!” spake the pious instructor ; «‘ thy father was 
both a wise man and an affectionate parent: the most convincing proof of 
which he gave by this very will,”"—By this will!’ ~Surely, my honoured. 
master, thou art not in earnest. I can see neither wisdoin in bestowing his 
property on a slave, nor affection in depriving his only ton of his legal rights.” 

‘Thy father has done neither,’ rejoined the learned instructor, ‘ but like a 
just, loving parent, has by this very will, secured the property to thee, if thou 
hast sense enough to avai! thyself of it.’ —*How : how ’ exclaimed the young 
man, in the utmost astonishment—‘How is this *—Truly, I do not understand 


thee’—‘ Listen then,’ said the {friendly instructor; “ Thy father, anxious to 


preserve to thee thine inheritance, bequeathed it to one who being on the spot 
ceaki secure it from spoilation, and whose interest tt was to seek the out, and 


inform thee of all, without delay. Choose then the slave, as the one thing per- 
mitted to thee, and being his master, all which he has beeame thine own.” 


“¢ Wisdom resides with the aged, and understanding in length of day.” 
Meprasu TancnuMa. 
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In the library in the university of Leyden, there is an extensive collection of 
hebrew books, in manuscripts, collected at a great expense, by professor 
Scaligar, an eminent hebrew scholar ; this university is open to all religions, 


In Amsterdam there is 18000 Jews, and they have thirteen places of worship. 
In the whole ofthe United Provinces, the Jews have 124 places of worship, 
in which there are 23110 members, ~ 


— 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. ey 
Saturday, 12th ND May 21, Portion of the taw to be read Nyy 
Numbers. chap. 4, v 21, Hapntonotn, Judges chap, .13 v.2, & p75 | 
Sabbath goes out 38 minutes after 8. 


Sunday. .Sivan,....... 13th, May 22, 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


HEBREW AND ENGLISH SEMINARY. Fore Hamlet. Saint Clements, Ipswich, 
Mr, Harris Isaacs begs to announce to his Patrons and Friends, that unforseen events has 


compelled him to abandon his intention of , roceeding to the holy land, in consequence of which, 
he has taken the above healthful and commodious premises for the purpose of resuming his 
School for a limited number of Pupils whom he wil! be glad to receive. and assures the Parents 
of such Children who may be confided to his care, that his best and most anxious efforts will be 
urged to forward their Improvemect; direct their minds to Religion and Morality; together, 
with the most sedulous regard and attention to their health and general comfort, which may be 
ascertained on application to his former Patrons. 

Terms :—Board, Hebrew & English Tuition from 6 to 8 years old, Washingin¢eluded, £22 0s. — 
from 8 to 10 years of age, £24 0s. Each Pupil to bring aix towels. Prior to the removal ofa 
Pupfl a Quarter’s notice, or a Quarter’s pay is expected. Vacation only during the Passover — oe 
holidays. Accounts to be settled quarterly. j ' 


ANTED in the vicinity of Russell Square, or the University, by a Single 

~ Gentleman of quiet habits, lodging with or without partial board, at a 

respectable family of the Hebrew persuasion, where he might be receive: -s an 

. inmate. Unexceptionable references given if required.—address (free) A. T. 
at Mr. H. Warren, Stationer, 18, London Street, Fitzroy Square. 


| 
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-London;—Printed by I. VaLtentTinE, Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditel) 
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